Australian
Religion
Studies

VOLUME SEVEN, NUMBER 1, AUTUMN 1994

.....
-

t

T

\ '
\

·...
l
')"

..

•

I

•

\

.l...

. .·

~

.

•

T

··.
f'

'

...

1 •.

• ·-

.
'"' .
_.1

.

•

•

. y_, .
.... l

1
~

Australian Association
for the Study of Religions
Alan Black (UNE- Annidale)
President

Jane Simpson (Canterbury, N.Z.)
Vice-President
Neville Jarvis (Swedenborg Library)
Treasurer

'Tricia Blombery (CRA)
Secretary
Victor Hayes (S.A.C.A.E.)
Editor,
AASR Publications

Norman Habel (UniSA)
1994 Conference Program
Committee Chairperson

'Tricia Blcmbery and Philip Hughes (Christian Research Association)
Editors, A.R.S. Review.
The Australian Association for the Study ofReligions is a professional organization with a membership of more than 300, made up of teachers, academics, students and others with knowledge
and experience ofreligious traditions.
Many members also hold membership in other societies representing specific disciplines and
cross-disciplinary fields. The AASR aims to function as a meeting place where the study ofreligion in its broadest dimensions may be fostered. It owes a considerable debt of gratitude to the
Charles Strong Trust for financial support.
Membership confers participation in the AASRprogram which includes:
*Annual Conferences
*Access to AASR Publications (books and mongraphs)
* AR.S. Review (articles, book reviews, news and notes on personnel, publications, seminars,
conferences, course offerings, school and tertiary curricula).
* AASR Women and Religion Caucus
*Affiliation with the International Association for the History ofReligions (IAHR)
* Strong ties with institutions in Melanesia and New Zealand.
Subscriptions should be sent to:

'Tricia Blombery,
Secretary, AASR,
6 Balfour Street, Wollstonecraft,
NSW2065.
1993/94
Members: $40.00
Students and concessions: $20.00
Overseas members: $45.00
ISSN Number 1031-2934

Australian Religion Studies

Review

AN AASR Publication

J

© Australian Association for the Study of Religions

c/- The Secretary, 6 Balfour Street, Wollstonecraft, 2065

Printed at New Litho, Surrey Hills, Victoria.

The REVIEW is sent free to financial members of AASR.
Additional copies to members: $6.75.
Price to non-members: $10/copy (includes postage).
Orders to the Secretary.

Australian Religion Studies REVIEW
Volume Seven, Number 1, Autumn 1994

Table of Contents
Features: Interfaith Dialogue • . . . . . • . . . . • • . . . .

. 2

Intellectual Eros: a model for inter-faith dialogue: Winifred Lamb
2
Christian-Muslim Encounter:From Diatribe to Dialogue: Douglas Pratt
8
Interfaith Initiatives and the Preparation of a World Report on Freedom of Thought,
Conscience and Religion or Belief: Juliet Sheen
16
· Responses to Religious Pluralism in Australia: John Baldock
21
Dialogue and Identity in the Church of Northern Thailand: Philip Hughes
31
The Lotus and the Cross: A Personal Journey: Diana Law
38
Mystical Awakening Through Close Encounter with Death
A Significant New Inter-Religious Spiritual Phenomenon: John Wren-Lewis
45
Fourth International Buddhist-Christian Conference: A Report: John D' Arcy May 50
International Interfaith Colloquium, Israel, July 1993: Marianne Dacy
52

AASR Update • . • • . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . 54
From the Secretary: 'Tricia Blombery
54
The Study of Religion in Canada and Australia: A Report and a Proposal: J.Scott 56
An End to the History of Religions? Alan Black
59

Newslink . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 64
State Notes
New Zealand News
Mount Banahaw Pilgrimage: Kath Engerbretson
De-Traditionalization:Authority and Self in an Age of Uncertainty: J.D. May

64
67
68
15

Member's Publications .

77

State of the Art . • . . • •

87
87

The Creationism/Evolution Debate: Colin Weightman

Courses, Curriculum, and Conferences .
Massey's Telecourse
Australian Conferences
Overseas Conferences Coming Up!

99
99
99
100

Book Reviews • • . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 102
J.Milbank, Theology and Social Theory: Beyond Secular Reason: G. Bouma 102
D. Pmtt, Religion: A First Encounter: R. Crotty
104
M.Andrew, P.Matheson & S.Rae (eds), Religious Studies in Dialogue: R. Pelly 105
B. Dwyer, Catholic Schools, Creating a New Culture: G. Goosen
107
P. fvfalone & M. Ryan, Sound the Trumpet: Planning and Teaching Religion
in the Catholic Primary School: D. Brennan
109
R.Berlach & B.Thornber, Pastoral Care: Chaplaincy in W.A. Schools: B.Hill 110
D.Wright & E.Clancy,The Methodists: History of Methodism in NSW:Bentley 112
J. Cowan, Messengers of the Gods: M.D. Nevo
112
V. Noone, Disturbing the War: Melbourne Catholics and Vietnam:R. Gertser 116

Editors' Note
We are delighted that our pleas in the
last REVIEW were headed and that several members have offered articles, reviews, leave reports and conference
reports. In case you missed last time,
some ways you can help are:
- reports of conferences you attend
- reports of study leave
- information of forth coming conferences, here and overseas
- outlines of new courses and curricula
- making sure your publishers send us review copies of your books.
The areas with the greatest need are
the courses and curriculum section and
conference and leave reports. Often in the
state news we have mentions of new
courses departments and scholars are presenting but unless I chase them up we
don't have details. Without thwarting
someone's creative genius, we could
avoid re-inventing the wheel and further
enrich the teaching of religion. It doesn't
entail a specially prepared paper but
merely forwarding the course outlines
and reference guides you use in the university handbooks.
Similarly with leave reports. Most of
you will be required to present some sort

of summary for your department or university. Send these on to the REVIEW
and they can fonn a basis for planning for
colleagues as well as keeping other members infonned of your current areas of research and scholarship.
MOST IMPORTANT!!! We guarantee reviews of all books produced by
members. Make sure that your publisher
has us on the list. We may not have a
large circulation but, with our contacts in
teaching departments and libraries both
here and overseas, we do have buying
power.
For the next issue we will look at ethics and religion or religious ethics or
teaching ethics and values or any other
variation you would like to make on the
theme. Let 'Tricia know if you would like
to contribute an article. Also if you have
read any recent books in the area or at~
tended any relevant seminars or conferences sent reports of those as well.
We look forward to seeing you at the
conference in Adelaide. Thank you for
your continued support.
'Tricia Blombery and Philip Hughes

