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qua.rters of the globe, we gam an impreflSion of 
cea.seless irresistible organised human energy' attacking 
nature in a thousand different ways, but always for one purpose, 
the augmenting of man's material comfort and convenience. Thus 
we are for ever wresting from her, despite her reluctance, �c�o�v�e�~�d� 
things from her inexhaustible stores j chaining down and harnessmg 
her mighty forces to serve our personal endS' j or cutting an? 
moulding her native ruggedness into some semblance of tame Ulll­

formity which will not obstruct us when we have a mind to speed 
defiantly over the long blue distances that once had power to 
chill. No triumph, however complete and splendid, can long 
satisfy us j a moment's pause and then the insatiable craving for 
still further achievements must have its way. 

Time was when the engineer, resting a while from his labours, 
might calmly scan the fields, wherein the brothers of his profession 
were engaged, might even turn an idle eve to view the exploits of 
the physician, chemist, or biologist, feeling the glamour which 
Science sheds upon all her manifold byways. But the leisure days 
seem over, the sphere of his activity has enlarged in such measure 
that it begins to overlap the special domain of all these other 
in vestigators, and has itself ramified into so many branches, of 
such complexity and range, as to require each a library unto 
itself for its due and adequate expression. The times being thus 
so strenuous, t,he engineer of ordina.ry mental equipment must 
choose between covering the whole field of insistent progress in a 
more or less superficial manner 001' devoting his energies to one par­
ticular corner of the field and exploiting it as thoroughly as he 
may. Even within these limitations he will find t he rate of 
acceleration_of human act ivity quite as rapid as he can comfort­
ably keep up with. Yet if he has the philosophic spirit he will 
still feel t he impulse, as of yore, to step over the borders, to 
broaden his outlook so as to include all lin es of thought, all paths 
of progrcss, t hus coming in contact with a larg'er number of his 
fellows and sharing with them a common interest, which IS one 
link, at least, in the chain of professi,onal comradeship. 

Wheu one contemplates such gigantic undertakings as a Nil e 
barrage, a Manchester or Panama ship canal, an American, 
African, or Canadian t ranscont inental railway , a White Star or 
Cunard liner, a Forth or Manhattan bridge, ol(e's admiration for 
man's intelligence and ;;kill i s profoundly stirred and the old 
question will materialise,- if one can do these things now 
what will be done hel"ea/tel" ? There were giants in those days, we 
are told, by the man who looks ever reverently to the past, but 
the race is still alive and energetica.lly doing i ts work, only we are 
too close to it and to the doers of it to reali.se thoroughly t he 
great.ness that is stamped indelibly upon i t j the truer perspective 
will only oome with time. ' 

In Australia we must be content for a while to present a 
more modest exhibit. Yet, lwre, too, we have our show pieces 
whereat, with chin uplif ted and thumb in brace, we are apt to 




